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Jobn Breaux Elder Justice Act 
S. 333, the Elder Justice Act, was ready for action by the 
full Senate in late September but was never taken to a 
vote. The comparable bill in the House, H.R. 2490, was 
referred to four different committees for review and never 
progressed further. 

Of interest to prosecutors would have been grants for 
elder justice programs and training. 


The Second Chance Act 

H.R. 4676 reauthorizes the grant programs of DOJ con- 
cerning reentry programs and activities relating to the 
reentry of offenders into the community. 

The bill was referred for action by several House 
Committees; several comparable bills were introduced in 
both the House and Senate. This bill was one supported 
by the president in his State of the Union speech this year. 


National Sex Offender Registry Act of 2004 (Dru’s Law) 
S. 2154 and H.R. 3929 established a national sex offender 
registry with requirements for states to provide data. They 
sought to penalize states that do not provide information 
with reductions in formula federal grant funds available 
under the Crime Bill. 

Passed the Senate but never reported out of committee 
in the House. 


Office of National Drug Control Policy Reauthorization Act 
$.1860, the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
Reauthorization Act reauthorizes the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy (ONDCP, the Drug Czar). 
Sponsored by Chairman Hatch the bill was introduced in 
November 2003. 

Of interest to local prosecutors are provisions that 
would provide funds, through the High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) to ensure neighborhood safety, 
including the prevention of witness intimidation and 
amends the Crime Bill of 1968 to authorize the attorney 
general to make grants to state or local prosecutors for 
drug treatment programs as alternatives to prison. 

Even though sponsored by the committee chair, no 
action was taken by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
There was no comparable bill in the House. 


Department of Justice Appropriations Authorization Act 

H.R. 3036 reauthorizes the appropriations to support 
DOJ and its various activities through Fiscal Year 2006. 
Amends many of the existing grant programs to include 
merging the Byrne and Local Law Enforcement Block 


Grants into the Justice Assistance Grant. 

Passed the House in March; referred to the Judiciary 
Committee without further action. The Senate appropri- 
ations bill for DOJ indicated that the Justice Assistance 
Grant was not favored as a replacement for the two grant 
programs but the final appropriation did roll the two pro- 
grams into the Byrne Grants. 
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